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contemporary and Inserted by those who knew and did
their business well. Later editors, by normalising Shake-
spearian punctuation to modern grammatical usage, have
wiped,out many of the original subtleties. In the best
Folio texts we are not only in Imagination in the Globe
Theatre but can also hear the speeches spoken as Shake-
speare's actors delivered them.

Some examples will make this clear. The opening lines
of Twelfth Night in the accepted text are punctuated thus:

If music be the food of love, play on;
Give me excess of It, that, surfeiting,
The appetite may sicken, and so die.
That strain again I It had a dying fall:

0 ! it came o'er mine ear like the sweet sound
That breathes upon a bank of violets,
Stealing and giving odour.

In the Folio these lines are punctuated:

If music be the food of Love, play on,

Give me excess of it: that surfeiting,

The appetite may sicken, and so die.

That strain again, it had a dying fall:

O, it came o'er my ear, like the sweet sound

That breathes upon a bank of violets;

Stealing, and giving odour.

Antony's speech over Caesar's corpse is punctuated In
the accepted text:

Friends, Romans, countrymen, lend me your ears;

1  come to bury Caesar, not to praise him.
The evil that men do lives after them,
The good Is oft interred with their bones;